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1 . SUMMARY. AS EXPECTED, BREZHNEV DOMINATED THE FIRST 
DAY OF THE CONGRESS WITH HIS LENGTHY, VOGOROUS AND WELL 
DELEIVERED CENTRAL COMMITTEE REPORT. THE REPORT SUG- 
GESTED THAT BASIC FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC POLICIES SET AT 
THE 23RD AND 24TH CONGRESSES REMAIN IN FORCE. AND THAT 
THE 25TH CONGRESS HAS BEEN CALCULATED TO IMPLEMENT 
THOSE POLICIES AND TO SHIFT TACTICAL EMPHASIS IN 
ACCORD WITH EVENTS (SUCH AS THE POOR 1975 CROP YEAR) 

SINCE THE 24TH CONGRESS. TACTICAL SHIFTS STRUCK US 

AS MORE SIGNIFICANT IN ECONOMIC POLICY THAN IN FOREIGN 
POLICY. OUR PRELIMINARY IMPRESSIONS OF SPECIFIC 
ASPECTS OF BREZHNEV'S SPEECH-INCLUDING FOREIGN POLICY, 
ECONOMICS, SOVIET SOCIETY AND THE CPSU-ARE REPORTED 
BY SEPARATE TELEGRAMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. BREZHNEV APPEARED IN FULL CONTROL AND IN TOP FORM 
DURING THE FIRST DAY OF THE 25TH CONGRESS FEBRUARY 24. 

HE DELARED THE CONGRESS OPEN PROMPTLY AT 10:00 A.M. 

AND DONDUCTED THE PRO FORMA ELECTION OF THE HONORARY 
PRESIDIUM AND OTHER CONGRESS ORGANS. SUSLOV THEN TOOK 
THE ROSTRUM TO INTRODUCE FOREIGN GUESTS (OF WHICH CASTRO. 
IN HIS DRESS UNIFORM, AND CUNHAL EVOKED THE MOST 
ENTHUSIASTIC APPLAUSE) AND THEN TURNED THE ROSTRUM OVER 
TO BREZHENV FOR DELIVERY OF THE CC REPORT. SUSLOV 
REMAINED IN THE CHAIR THROUGHOUT THE DAY. 

3. BREZHNEV S PERFORMANCE WAS IMPRESSIVE. HE SEEMED 
SOMEWHAT NERVOUS AT THE OUTSET, AND STUMBLED OVER A 
FEW PHRASES DURING THE REPORT. BUT SEEMED TO GAIN IN 
CONFIDENCE AS HE WENT ALONG. THIS WAS BY FAR THE BEST 
PUBLIC PERFORMANCE WE HAVE SEEN HIM GIVE IN THE PAST 
TWO YEARS. HIS STAMINA SEEMED GOOD, HE RARELY SLURRED, 
AND HE DID NOT SEEM TO BE UNCOMFORTABLE. THE OVERALL 
IMPRESSION WAS A MAN IN GOOD HEALTH AND IN FULL COMMAND 
OF HIS MATERIAL. HE SPOKE INITIALLY FOR TWO HOURS 
(COMPLETING THE FOREIGN POLICY SECTION OF HIS REPORT), 

AND AFTER A 30-MINUTE BREAK COVERED ECONOMICS IN SLIGHTLY 
UNDER AN HOUR AND A HALF. THE SESSION THEN ADJOURNED 
FOR TWO HOURS UNTIL 5:00 P.M., WHEN BREZHNEV HELD FORTH FOR 
AN HOUR AND A HALF ON THE CPSU AND SOVIET SOCIETY. THUS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 02819 241804Z 

BREZHNEV SPOKE FOR A TOTAL OF FIVE HOURS. 

4. ALL THE LEADERSHIP WAS PRESENT. WE NOTICED NOTHING 
UNUSUAL ABOUT THEIR SEATING ARRANGEMENT OR ABOUT 
TELEVISION COVERAGE OF THE POLITBURO AND SECRETARIAT 
MEMBERS AS BREZHNEV SPOKE. 
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